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(8 4 ) 
And the LetferTone, that of 10 to 9, or 20 to xB, may be 
in like manner divided into that of 20 to 19, and that of 19 
to 18: ThativSx#=& = , |. 

Which Division^ ot the Greater and LeJferTbne, anfwer to 
what is wont to be defigned by F^and Sharps. 

So that(by this Computation,) of thsfc Eight Notes* la, fa 
falhy mi t fa folia; their Proportions ftand thus j that of la 
fa (or mi fa) is as j6 to if. That of fafol as 10 to 9, and 
that of folia as 9 to 8 : (or elfe that of fa fid as 9 to 8,and that 
of fol la as 10 to p } ) ■ That of la mi as 9 to 8. And if either 
of the Tones (Greater or Leffer,) chance to be divided (by 
Flats or Sharps) into (wharthey call) Hemi-tones, their Pro- 
portions are to be fuch as is already mentioned. 

There may be a like Divifion of a Fourth (or Dia-tej]aron) 
into Two Near equals :. And of fome others of thefe, into 
Three Near-equals. Which might be of ufe for (what they 
were wont to call ) the Cbromatick and Enarmonick Mufick. 
But thofe Sorts of Mufick, having been long fince laid afide, 
there is now no need of thefe Divifions, as to theMufick now 
in u(e. 



V. Tart of a Letter from Mr. Ray, F. R. S. 
to Dr. Sloarje, giving an Account of the Toy- 
fonom Qualities of Hemlock- Water-Drop- 
Wort. 

Shall now communicate to you, a Story or Two of 
the direful Effects of Oenanthe aquatha, Cicutae facie 
fttcco Virofo of Lolel, which we may Englilh Hemhck- 
Water-Dropwort, upon feveral Perfons that eat of the 
Roots of it, lint me not long fince in a Letter from 
Dr. Francis Vaughan^ a Learned Phyfitian in Ireland, 
living at ClonmeU, in the County of Tipperary. This 
Gentleman observing ire, notwithftanding what Di.John- 
fon in his Gerardm emaculatus, and Lobei in his Adver- 
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faria had written of the venenofe Quality of this Plant, 
to be fomewhat doubtful of it in my Synopfis Methodka 
Stirpium Brit 'amicar urn , for my full Satisfaction and 
Convi&ion, wrote the following Abftradt of a Hiftory 
drawn up by a Perfon, who is at prefent his Brother-in- 
law s concerning the Effects of it upon himfelf, and Seven 
other Young Men, who ignorantly miflaking it for Si- 
urn aquatkum, or Apium Palujire, did eat of it. 

Eight Young Lads went one Afternoon a fifhiog to 
a Brook in this Country, and there meeting with a great 
Parcel of Oenattthe Aquatka fucco virofo, (in Iriffa 
Tahow) they miftook the Roots of it for Sium aquatkum 
floors, and did eat a great deal of them. About four or 
Five Hours after going home, the Eldeft of them, who 
was almoftot Man's Stature, without the leaft previous 
appearing Disorder or Complaint, on a fudden fell down 
backwards, and lay kicking and fprawling on the Ground, 
his Countenance foon turned very Ghaftly, and he foam- 
ed at the Mbuth. Soon after. Four more were feized the 
fame way, and they all died before Morning, not one 
of them having fpoken a Word from the Moment in 
which the venenate Particles furprifed the Genus Nervo- 
[urn. Of the other Three One ran ftark Mad, but came 
to his right Reafon again the next Morning. Another 
had his Hair and Nails fain off, and the Third (who is 
my Brother-in-law) alone efcaped without receiving any 
Harm: Whether he eat lefsof this fatal Root, or whe- 
ther his Constitution, which is to this Day very Achle- 
tick, occafioned it, I cannot tell. Though I am of O- 
pinion, that his fpeedy running above Two Msles Home, 
after that he fcwthefirfi: Young Man f&P, together with 
his Drinking a- very large Draught of Milk, warm from 
the Cow in his Mid-way ,were of Angular ufeto him.For 
his Violent Sweating did doubtlefs expel and carry off 
many or the venenolc Particles, and had a better ErTe<3; 
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than perhaps, the beft of our Alexipharmicks (which 
you know are generally Diaphoretiek) might have pro- 
duced in this Cafe. Befides, I believe the Draught of 
warm Milk did a& its part, by involving the Acid or 
Acrimonious Poifonous Particles, and rendring themun- 
a&ive, and preventing their feizirtg the Genus Nervofum, 
till they were expelled per Diaphorefin. But this is but 
my Conjecture, which I willingly (ubmit to more ma- 
ture Judgments. This happened about Thirty Years 
ago; buc there are many yet alive, who aflert the Truth 
of it, having been Eye witnefles of this dreadful Trage- 
dy . There was alfo a Dutch-man, about Two Years fince, 
within Eight Miles of this Place, Poyfoned by boy ling 
and eating the Tops of this Plant, Aired into his Pottage,- 
he was foon after found dead in his Boat, and his little 
Irifh Boy gave Account of the Caufe of his Death, to be 
eating this Herb, which he forewarned his Matter againft, 
but in vain, the Dutch-man averting, that it was good 
Sallade in his Country ; fo that I believe he took it for 
Apium Falufire, which its Leaves much refemble. Thus 
far Dr. Faughan. 

Several Parallel and no lefs Tragical Hiftories of later 
Date, of the mifcrable Deftru&ion of divers Perfons, by 
the eating of the Roots of this pernicious and deleteri- 
ous Plant, I find recorded by Jacohus Wepferw, in his 
Book de Noxis Cicuta aqttatica, and in the MifceUanea 
turiofa or Ephemerides German. Dec. z. An. 6. Objerv. 
116. 

Wherefore I think it is for the Intereft of Mankind 
that all Perfons be fufficiently cautioned againft ventu- 
ring to eat of this, and indeed any other unknown Herb 
or Root, left they incur the fame Fate ; and in order 
thereto, that fuch Hiftories be made Pubiick and trmi- 
mitted to Pofterity» 

VI. Several 



